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V i l n i u s  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y 5

Vilniaus universiteto biblioteka, pradë-
jusi savo veiklà 1570 metais, yra devy-
neriais metais senesnë uþ universitetà.

Vilnius XVI amþiaus pabaigoje jau
buvo politinis ir kultûrinis Rytø Euro-
pos centras. 1569 metais Vilniaus vys-
kupo Valerijono Protasevièiaus kvietimu
á Lietuvà atvyko jëzuitai, kurie 1570
metø liepos 17 dienà atidarë kolegijà, o
prie jos ir bibliotekà. Bibliotekos pagrin-
dà sudarë Lietuvos didþiojo kunigaikð-
èio ir Lenkijos karaliaus Þygimanto Au-
gusto bei Vilniaus vyskupo sufragano
Georgijaus Albinijaus rinkiniai. Þygi-
manto Augusto bibliotekoje buvo su-
rinkti geriausi XVI amþiuje iðleisti an-
tikos klasikø veikalai, kelioniø apraðy-
mai, istorijos knygos, kronikos, gamtos
mokslø, teisës, karvedybos, medicinos
literatûra. Buvo joje ir Martyno Liute-
rio Biblijos vertimas, Euklido, Klaudi-
jaus Ptolemëjo veikalai, Mikalojaus Ko-
perniko Apie dangaus kûnø sukimàsi pir-
mojo leidimo knyga ir daug kitø.

Karaliaus Stepono Batoro 1579 metø
balandþio 1  dienà pasiraðyta privilegija
Vilniaus jëzuitø kolegija buvo perorgani-
zuota á universitetà ir jos biblioteka pava-
dinta universiteto biblioteka. 1580 me-
tais miræs Vilniaus vyskupas ir universite-
to steigëjas V. Protasevièius testamentu
universitetui uþraðë keletà tûkstanèiø kny-
gø. Daugelis Lietuvos katalikø baþnyèios
hierarchø ir didþiøjø kraðto magnatø taip
pat jautë pareigà paremti ðá mokslo þidi-
ná. Gausius knygø rinkinius bibliotekai

Founded in 1570, the Vilnius University
Library is nine years older than the Uni-
versity.

By the end of the 16th century, Vil-
nius was a cultural and political centre
of Eastern Europe. The Jesuits came to
Vilnius in 1569 at the invitation of Vil-
nius Bishop Walerjan Protasewicz. On
July 17, 1570 they established a college
and a library. The core of the library
was comprised of the collections of Grand
Duke of Lithuania and King of Poland
Sigismund Augustus, and of Suffragan
Vilnius Bishop Georg Albinius. Sigis-
mund Augustus’ library contained the
best of classical works, travelogues, his-
torical books, chronicles, and literature
on natural science, law, militaria, and
medicine published in the 16th century.
It included a version of the Bible tran-
slated by Martin Luther, works by Euc-
lides and Claudius Ptolemaeus, a first
edition of De revolutionibus orbium coe-
lestium by Nicolaus Copernicus, and ma-
ny other works.

Privileges issued by King Stephan Ba-
tory on April 1, 1579 converted the Vil-
nius Jesuit College into a University, and
the library into a University Library. Bis-
hop W. Protasewicz, founder of the Uni-
versity, bequeathed several thousand bo-
oks to the Library upon his death in 1580.
Many of Lithuania’s church hierarchy and
the country’s nobility also felt it their duty
to support this centre of knowledge. Vast
collections of books were donated to the
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padovanojo kardinolas Jurgis Radvila
(1600), Vilniaus vyskupas Eustachijus
Valavièius (1630), Vilniaus kanauninkas
Kazimieras Vaiðnoravièius (1662) ir kiti.
Ið pasaulieèiø, kurie dovanojo Vilniaus
universiteto bibliotekai asmenines knygø
kolekcijas, ypaè iðskirtina didikø Sapiegø
ðeima. 1655 metais jos dovanojamø kny-
gø registre buvo iðvardyta apie 3 tûkstan-
èius knygø, tarp jø reèiausi inkunabulai
ir kiti reti leidiniai. Per du ðimtus jëzuitø
vadovavimo universitetui metø bibliote-
kos fondai iðaugo nuo 4,5 tûkstanèio to-
mø 1579 metais iki 11 tûkstanèiø tomø
1773-iaisiais. Þinoma, bibliotekai augti
trukdë karai, gaisrai ir grobstymai, todël
daug universiteto bibliotekos knygø atsi-
dûrë Rusijoje, Lenkijoje, Ðvedijoje ir kitø
ðaliø bibliotekose.

Panaikinus 1773 metais Jëzuitø ordi-
nà, Vilniaus universiteto globà perëmë
Edukacinë komisija. 1781 metais univer-
sitetas buvo pavadintas Lietuvos vyriausi-
àja mokykla. Pakito jo mokslinë kryptis.
Bibliotekos fondai buvo papildyti gam-
tos mokslø ir medicinos knygomis.

Tragiðkai pasibaigus 1794 metø su-
kilimui, ávyko treèiasis Lietuvos-Lenki-
jos valstybës padalijimas, po kurio didþioji
Lietuvos dalis su sostine Vilniumi atite-
ko carinei Rusijai. 1803 metais Lietuvos
vyriausioji mokykla pavadinta Vilniaus
imperatoriðkuoju universitetu. XIX am-
þiaus antrajame deðimtmetyje Vilniaus
universitetas jau buvo vienas pirmaujan-
èiø universitetø Rusijos imperijoje.
Mokslinio darbo pagyvëjimas palankiai
veikë ir bibliotekà.

Library by Cardinal Georgius Radivilus
(1600), Vilnius Bishop Eustachius Wol-
lowicz (1630), Vilnius Canon Casimi-
rus Woysznarowicz (1662), and others.
An extraordinary secular donation came
from the Sapieha family of magnates. In
1655 their list of bequeathed books regis-
tered nearly 3,000 works - including the
rarest incunabula and other unique pub-
lications. During the 200 years of Jesuit
rule at the University, the Library collec-
tion grew from 4,500 volumes (in 1570)
to 11,000 volumes (in 1773). A series of
wars, fires and plunder prevented the Lib-
rary from growing after that time, and a
great many of its books ended up in lib-
raries in Russia, Poland, Sweden and el-
sewhere.

After the Jesuit Order was abolished in
1773, an Education Commission took on
custody of the Vilnius University. In 1781
the University was renamed Head School
of Lithuania. Its academic course altered,
and the library fund was replenished with
books on natural science and medicine.

The Partition of Rzeczpospolita follo-
wed the tragic end to an uprising in 1794,
and the greater portion of Lithuania, to-
gether with its capital city of Vilnius, fell
into the hands of czarist Russia. In 1803
the Head School of Lithuania was rena-
med the Vilnius Imperial University. By
the second decade of the 19th century, the
Vilnius University ranked among the le-
ading universities in the Russian Empire;
the revival of academic research had posi-
tive effect on the Library as well.
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Universiteto bibliotekai vadovauti
1804 metais paskirtas profesorius Got-
fridas Ernestas Grodekas. Jo pastango-
mis universiteto biblioteka tapo priei-
nama Vilniaus visuomenei. Nuo 1815
metø pradëta iðduoti knygas á namus
– atidarytas abonementas. Knygos á na-
mus buvo iðduodamos universiteto dar-
buotojams ir studentams, ðvietimo apy-
gardos tarnautojams, gimnazijos mo-
kytojams. Biblioteka buvo perkelta á
Maþàjà aulà, ten árengta 90 vietø skai-
tykla. G. E. Grodeko iniciatyva pradë-
tas sudarinëti kortelinis (abëcëlinis), vë-
liau sisteminis katalogai. Vilniaus uni-
versiteto biblioteka, palyginti su kito-
mis to meto Rusijos imperijos biblio-
tekomis, buvo pasiekusi paþangiausiø
to meto Europos bibliotekø lygá.

1832 metø geguþës 1 dienà caras
Nikolajus I uþdarë Vilniaus universi-
tetà. Prasidëjo vienas liûdniausiø lai-
kotarpiø ir bibliotekos istorijoje: dide-
lë dalis jos fondø buvo iðveþta ið Vil-
niaus ir iðdalyta ávairioms carinës Ru-
sijos mokslo ástaigoms.

Apie 1834 metus ið likusiø univer-
siteto bibliotekos knygø buvo mëgina-
ma kurti Vilniaus vieðàjà bibliotekà,
bet ir tai nepavyko. 1856 metais pra-
dëjo veikti Archeologijos komisijos Se-
nienø muziejus ir prie jo ásteigtas Skai-
tymo kabinetas. 1865 metais Senienø
muziejus ir Skaitymo kabinetas peror-
ganizuoti á Vilniaus vieðàjà bibliotekà
ir muziejø. Bibliotekai buvo atiduoti

In 1804 Prof. Gottfried Ernest Grod-
deck was appointed head of the Univer-
sity library. He succeeded in making it
accessible to the Vilnius public. A len-
ding department was opened in 1815,
and university staff and students, offi-
cials of the educational districts, and gym-
nasium teachers were allowed to borrow
books. The Library was moved to the
Small Aula, which was equipped with
reading-room for ninety. Prof. Groddeck
initiated the compilation of an alpha-
betic and later a systemic card catalo-
gue. Compared with other libraries in
the Russian Empire, the Vilnius Univer-
sity Library had attained the most ad-
vanced European standards at that ti-
me.

Czar Nicolaus I closed the University
on May 1, 1832. This period was also
one of the saddest in the history of the Lib-
rary, for a large part of its collection was
taken from Vilnius and distributed to va-
rious academic institutions in Russia.

There were unsuccessful attempts ca.
1834 to establish a Vilnius public lib-
rary with the remaining books from the
University Library. In 1856 an Anti-
quities Museum and Reading-Room be-
gan to function under the auspices of the
Archaeological Commission. In 1865
they were converted into the Vilnius Pub-
lic Library and Museum. The Library
was given nearly 200,000 volumes of
valuable books and manuscripts from the
collections of schools, cloisters, and pri-
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po 1831 ir 1863 metø sukilimø uþda-
rytø mokyklø, vienuolynø, konfiskuo-
tø dvarø, privaèiø asmenø knygø rin-
kiniai – apie 200 tûkstanèiø tomø ver-
tingø knygø bei rankraðèiø fondas.

1914 metais Vilniaus vieðoji biblio-
teka turëjo per 300 tûkstanèiø tomø ir
uþëmë ketvirtà vietà tarp Rusijos im-
perijos bibliotekø, taèiau Pirmojo pa-
saulinio karo metu ji vël buvo niokoja-
ma, vël knygos buvo veþamos á Rusijà.

1919 metø balandþio 21 dienà Vil-
niø okupavo Lenkija. Spalio 11 dienà
atkurtasis Vilniaus universitetas pava-
dinamas Stepono Batoro vardu. Uni-
versiteto bibliotekos fondai, nors ir nu-
niokoti, iðliko dar gana gausûs, taèiau
knygø lietuviø kalba buvo labai maþai.

1922 metø vasario 16 dienà Kaune
pradëjo veikti Lietuvos universitetas,
nuo 1930 metø vadinamas Vytauto Di-
dþiojo vardu. 1923 metais prie jo bib-
liotekos ásteigtas Bibliografijos institu-
tas. Universiteto bibliotekai vadovauti
paskirtas prof. Vaclovas Birþiðka.

1939 metais Lietuvai atgavus Vil-
niø, senoji Vilniaus universiteto bib-
lioteka atgijo. Deja, netrukus Antrasis
pasaulinis karas jos darbà vël nutrau-
kë. Bibliotekos darbuotojai karo me-
tais visomis jëgomis gelbëjo knygø fon-
dus nuo grobstymo ir gaisrø. Po karo
reikëjo skubiai tvarkyti sugriautà uni-
versitetà ir jo bibliotekà. Per trumpà
laikà árengtos skaityklos, organizuotas
informacinis bibliografinis darbas. Bib-

vate libraries that had been closed or con-
fiscated after uprisings in 1831 and
1863.

By 1914 the Vilnius Public Library
contained more than 300,000 books and
ranked fourth among the libraries in the
Russian Empire. It was devastated during
the First World War, and books were on-
ce again transported to Russia.

On May 21, 1919 Vilnius was occu-
pied by Poland. The Vilnius University
was re-opened on October 11, and rena-
med in honour of Stephan Batory. Though
it had been plundered, the University Lib-
rary retained a fairly large collection - but
very few books in Lithuanian.

A University of Lithuania was estab-
lished in Kaunas on February 16, 1922;
from 1930 it was called the Vytautas
Magnus University. A Bibliography Ins-
titute began to function alongside its lib-
rary in 1923. Prof. Vaclovas Birziska was
appointed head of the Vytautas Magnus
University Library.

The old Vilnius University Library ca-
me to life after Lithuania regained Vil-
nius in 1939, but its work was soon cur-
tailed by the Second World War. The Lib-
rary staff did their utmost to protect the
book funds from plunder and fire. The
destroyed University and its Library ne-
eded rapid restoration after the War. Re-
ading-rooms were installed, and biblio-
graphical activities soon organized. The
Library managed to retrieve approxima-
tely 13,000 of its valuable publications.
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liotekai pavyko susigràþinti apie 13
tûkstanèiø ávairiais laikotarpiais iðveþ-
tø vertingø leidiniø.

1945–2004 metø Vilniaus univer-
siteto bibliotekos veiklos laikotarpiu ga-
lima paminëti ðiuos svarbesnius ávykius:
biblioteka (1970) ir universitetas
(1979) ðventë 400 metø jubiliejø, pa-
statytos dvi knygø saugyklos, ákurti nauji
skyriai. Seniesiems bibliotekos fondams
buvo reikalinga restauracija, todël 1968
metais tuometinio bibliotekos direkto-
riaus Jurgio Tornau rûpesèiu buvo ákur-
tas Restauravimo skyrius. 1969 metais
atidarytas Grafikos kabinetas. Septinto-
jo deðimtmeèio pabaigoje pagrindinëje
bibliotekos knygø saugykloje nuspræsta
saugoti neiðkomplektuotas atskirø asme-
nø dovanotø knygø kolekcijas. Biblio-
tekos darbuotojai per ðá laikotarpá pa-
rengë ir iðleido didesnës ir maþesnës ap-
imties bibliografiniø darbø, atspindë-
jusiø moksliná darbà bibliotekoje. Tai
Nojaus Feigelmano katalogas Lietuvos in-
kunabulai, 1975; leidinys Vilniaus uni-
versitetas. Bibliografija, 1940–1977,
1979; Petro Raèiaus Vilniaus universite-
to bibliotekos elzevyrai, 1994; Morkaus
Svirsko ir Irenos Balèienës parengta
moksliniø laipsniø teikimo universitete
XVI–XVIII amþiaus registracijos knyga
Akademijos laurai, 1997 ir kt. 2004 me-
tais Vilniaus universiteto biblioteka dvi
svarbias Lietuvos kultûrai ir mokslui su-
kaktis – Vilniaus universiteto 425-tá ir
Lietuviðkos spaudos lotyniðkais raðme-
nimis atgavimo ðimtmetá – paþymëjo ju-

The Vilnius University Library witnes-
sed the following significant events during
the period between 1945–2004: the 400th
anniversary of the Library and the Uni-
versity (in 1970 and 1979 accordingly),
the building of two new book depositories,
and the founding of new departments. The
early book collections needed restoration,
and Jurgis Tornau, then director of the Lib-
rary, undertook to establish a Department
of Restoration in 1968. The Library ac-
quired a Department of Graphic Art in
1969. At the end of the 1960s a decision
was made to safeguard integral collections
from various donors in the main Library
depository. The Library staff prepared and
published lesser and greater volumes of bib-
liographical works reflecting the research
work being done. Among these were a ca-
talogue entitled Incunabula of Lithuania
compiled by N. Feigelmanas (1975); Vil-
nius University. Bibliography, 1940–
1977,  1979; Petras Raèius’ Vilnius Uni-
versity Library Elsevirs (1994); and a re-
gistry of University degrees granted during
16th–18th century entitled Laureae Aca-
demicae and prepared by Morkus Svirs-
kas and Irena Balèiene (1997). In 2004
Vilnius University Library marked two
events important to Lithuanian culture
and science: 425th anniversary of Vil-
nius University and 100th anniversary
of regaining the Lithuanian press in the
Latin alphabet by publishing jubilee issu-
es: Vilniaus jëzuitø kolegijos dienoraðtis
1710–1723  [The Diary of Vilnius Jesuit
College 1710–1723] (publication of the
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Akademijos laurai.
Vilnius, 1997

Lietuviðkieji kontrafakci-
niai leidiniai, 1865–
1904.  Vilnius,  2004
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biliejiniais leidiniais. Tai – universiteto
jubiliejui skirti Vilniaus jëzuitø kolegijos
dienoraðtis, 1710–1723 metai (VUB sau-
gomo rankraðèio publikacija) ir Vilniaus
universitetas: bibliografijos rodyklë (1990–
2003). Bibliotekos darbuotojai dalyva-
vo rengiant spaudai knygà A. W. Bo-
hatkiewiczius. Veikalas apie visuotinæ bib-
liografijà. Lietuviðkos spaudos atgavimo
ðimtmeèio sukakèiai biblioteka parengë
parodà ir iðleido bibliografinæ rodyklæ
Lietuviðkieji kontrafakciniai leidiniai,
1865–1904 m. Nuo 1958 metø su per-
traukomis leidþiamas Vilniaus universi-
teto bibliotekos metraðtis (iðëjo 6 tomai).
1998 metais biblioteka parengë ir iðlei-
do pirmà kompaktiná diskà Vilniaus uni-
versiteto bibliotekos istoriniai rinkiniai lie-
tuviø, anglø ir prancûzø kalbomis. Dis-
ko leidimà finansavo UNESCO.  

manuscript held at VUL) and Vilniaus
universitetas: bibliografijos rodyklë
(1990–2003) [Vilnius University: bib-
liographic index, 1990–2003]. Library
bibliographers  took part in preparing for
publishing Veikalas apie visuotinæ bib-
liografijà  [Treatise on general biblio-
graphy] written by A. Bohatkiewicz.  To
commemorate the  centenary of regaining
the Lithuanian press the Library prepa-
red a bibliographic index of contrafac-
tions: Lietuviškieji kontrafakciniai leidi-
niai, 1864–1904 m.  Six volumes of Vil-
nius University Library Chronicle were
published in the period since 1958, and
in 1998 the Library prepared and relea-
sed its first (UNESCO sponsored) com-
pact disc entitled Historical Collections of
Vilnius University Library in Lithuanian,
English, and French.

Kompaktinë plokðtelë
Vilniaus universiteto
bibliotekos istoriniai
rinkiniai
CD Historical Collections
of Vilnius University
Library

bibliotekos-katalogas.p65 4/27/2005, 4:41 PM11



V i l n i a u s  u n i v e r s i t e t o  b i b l i o t e k a12

Spec ia l i e j i  b ib l io tekos
r ink in ia i

Vilniaus universiteto bibliotekos fon-
duose saugoma per penkis milijonus
spaudiniø. Pagal universiteto profilá
biblioteka komplektuoja mokslinæ (ið-
skyrus þemës ûkio ir technikos) ir gro-
þinæ literatûrà ávairiomis kalbomis. Bib-
liotekos pasididþiavimas – senøjø lie-
tuviðkø spaudiniø, rankraðèiø ir graviû-
rø rinkiniai.

Seniausia bibliotekos fondo dalis yra
Rankraðèiø skyriuje. Tai XIII–XX am-

Special  Collections

The Vilnius Library holds more than 5
million publications, with an emphasis
on academic and scientific material (with
the exception of agricultural and techni-
cal works) and fiction in various langua-
ges. The Library prides itself on its collec-
tions of early Lithuanian publications,
manuscripts, and graphic works.

The oldest Library materials – docu-
ments in various languages from 13th to
20th  century –are found in the Manusc-

Iliuminuoto choralinio giesmyno fragmentai. Pergamentas. XIV a.

Fragments from an illuminated  hymnal. Parchment. XIV c.
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þiaus dokumentai ávairiomis kalbomis.
Lietuvos kultûros istorijai vertingiau-
sia yra lituanistinë medþiaga: dokumen-
tai, susijæ su Lietuvos raðytojais, kultû-
ros ir meno veikëjais, kalbø tyrinëji-
mais. Visi Rankraðèiø skyriaus doku-
mentai suskirstyti á atskirus fondus, ku-
rie pavadinti asmenø arba institucijø
vardais.

Lietuvos raðytojø, mokslo ir kultû-
ros veikëjø fonde saugomi literatûros
klasikø rankraðèiai: Dionizo Poðkos,
Antano Baranausko kûriniai, Simono
Daukanto istoriniai veikalai, Antano
Vienaþindþio eilëraðèiai, Þemaitës, Juo-
zo Tumo-Vaiþganto, Vinco Kudirkos,
Maironio, Zigmo Gëlës, Vinco Myko-
laièio-Putino literatûriniai darbai, kal-
bininkø Kazimiero Bûgos, Jono Jab-
lonskio, Adalberto Becenbergerio ran-
kraðtinis palikimas. Rasime ðiame fon-

Vilniaus pranciðkonø vienuolyno raðtas.  Pergamentas.Vilnius, 1536

Writ from Vilnius Franciscan Monastery. Parchment. Vilnius, 1536

ript Department. The most valuable from
a Lithuanian cultural history point of view
are those documents related to the coun-
try’s writers, cultural and artistic figures,
and language studies. All of the documents
stored in the Manuscript Department are
divided into separate sections named af-
ter specific personalities or institutions. The
section on Lithuania’s writers and scien-
tific and cultural figures contains the fol-
lowing literary classics: works by Dioni-
zas Poska and Antanas Baranauskas, his-
torical writings by Simonas Daukantas,
poetry by Antanas Vienaþindis, literary
works by Þemaitë, Juozas Tumas-Vaiþ-
gantas, Vincas Kudirka, Maironis, Zig-
mas Gëlë, Vincas Mykolaitis-Putinas, and
the handwritten legacy of linguists Kazi-
mieras Bûga, Jonas Jablonskis, and Adal-
bert Bezenberger. There are also indivi-
dual works and letters by poets Juozas Tys-
liava, Jurgis Baltruðaitis, and Balys Sruo-
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ga, science and culture workers Prof. Jad-
vyga Èiurlionytë, Professors Mykolas, Vac-
lovas, and Viktoras Birþiska, and philo-
sophers Stasys Ðalkauskis and Levas Kar-
savinas. A number of the collections in
the Manuscript Department (editions of
Auðra, Varpas, Ûkininkas, and archives
from the Lithuanian exhibition in Paris
in 1900) reflect the cultural and public
life of Lithuania. Manuscripts, docu-
ments, drawings, audio tapes, and sket-
ches related to folklore and ethnographic
expeditions provide valuable information
about folk traditions and way of life.

Of great importance are the archives
of professors of the old Vilnius University.
These include manuscripts from the col-
lections of Adam Czartoryski, University
rectors Jan Sniadecki and Marcin Poczo-
butt-Odlanicki, astronomy professor An-

de ir poetø Juozo Tysliavos, Jurgio Bal-
truðaièio bei Balio Sruogos pavieniø ei-
lëraðèiø, mokslo ir kultûros darbuoto-
jø prof. Jadvygos Èiurlionytës, profe-
soriø Birþiðkø, filosofø Stasio Ðalkaus-
kio ir Levo Karsavino darbø ir laiðkø.

Dalis Rankraðèiø skyriaus rinkiniø
atspindi lietuviø kultûriná bei visuo-
meniná gyvenimà (Auðros, Varpo, Ûki-
ninko, 1900 metø Pasaulinës parodos
Paryþiuje lietuviðkojo skyriaus archy-
vas). Vilniaus universiteto tautosakos,
kraðtotyros, etnografijos ekspedicijø
fonduose sukaupti rankraðèiai, doku-
mentai, pieðiniai, magnetinës juostos,
brëþiniai teikia vertingos informacijos
apie liaudies paproèius ir buitá.

Ypaè svarbûs rankraðtyne yra seno-
jo Vilniaus universiteto profesoriø ar-

Vilniaus medicinos draugijos fotografijø albumas. 1897

 Album of photographs of Vilnius Medical Society. 1897
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drzej Strzecki, the documents of the Edu-
cational Commission, the Philomath So-
ciety, and others. Vilnius University gra-
duate Jozef Kowalewski left behind a fair-
ly extensive archive on Orient, and there
are manuscripts by mathematics professor
Michal Polinski-Pelka, the geologist
Prof. Jozef Lukoszewicz, as well as histo-
rians Joachim Lelewel and Michal Ba-
linski.

Evidence of the development of science
in Lithuania is reflected in handwritten
books on the various branches of science –
a collection of treatises and scholarly
works, and dissertations by modern scien-
tists. Of great importance to historians are
court acts, treasury documents, and privi-
leges issued by the grand dukes, and other
historical acts of the Grand Duchy of Lit-
huania. The archives of the illustrious Sa-
pieha, Radivilus, Balinski, and Daugela
families, and the legacy of serfdom – 18th
century wax tables marking serf corvees –
provide valuable historical and factual
material for scholars. Two decades ago
the Library was delivered important ma-
nuscript books and documents – par-
chments, musical notes, autographs, pho-
tographs, and art works – of Karaite life
during the 15th–19th century. The Lib-
rary fund also includes autographs by Mo-
tiejus Valanèius, Adam Mickiewicz, Lud-
wik Jucewicz, Teodor Narbutt, Voltaire,
Victor Hugo, Lew Tolstoj, Michail Glin-
ka, and Ferenc Liszt, and the royal sig-
natures of Sigismundus I, Sigismund Au-
gustus, and Stephan Batory. Each year the

chyvai. Tai Adomo Èartoriskio archy-
vas, Edukacinës komisijos dokumen-
tai, universiteto rektoriø Jano Sniadec-
kio ir Martyno Poèobuto, astronomi-
jos profesoriaus Andriaus Streckio, Fi-
lomatø draugijos archyvai ir kt. Vil-
niaus universiteto auklëtinis Juozas
Kovalevskis paliko nemaþà orientalis-
tikos archyvà, taip pat èia saugomi ma-
tematiko prof. Mykolo Pelkos-Polins-
kio, geologo prof. Juozo Lukoðevièiaus
rankraðèiai. Dideli ir labai ádomûs ty-
rinëtojams istorikø Joachimo Leleve-
lio, Mykolo Balinskio rankraðtiniai
fondai.

 Mokslo raidà Lietuvoje atspindi ávai-
riø mokslo ðakø rankraðtinës knygos, va-
dinamasis traktatø ir mokslo darbø rin-
kinys, ðiuolaikiniø mokslininkø diser-
tacijos. Istorikams labai svarbûs Lietu-
vos Didþiosios Kunigaikðtystës teismø
aktai, iþdo dokumentai, Lietuvos didþiø-
jø kunigaikðèiø privilegijos ir kiti senie-
ji aktai. Daug istorinës ir faktinës me-
dþiagos mokslininkai randa áþymiø ðei-
mø – Sapiegø, Radvilø, Balinskiø, Dau-
gëlø – archyvuose. Baudþiavos paliki-
mas – XVIII amþiaus vaðko lentelës bau-
dþiauninkø laþui þymëti. Prieð du de-
ðimtmeèius bibliotekai buvo padovanoti
XV–XIX amþiaus karaimø rankraðtinës
knygos ir dokumentai. Reikðmingi per-
gamentø, gaidø, autografø, fotografijø,
meno kûriniø rinkiniai. Autografø fon-
de turime Motiejaus Valanèiaus, Ado-
mo Mickevièiaus, Liudviko Jucevièiaus,
Teodoro Narbuto, Voltero, Viktoro Hu-
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Rabanus Maurus.
Opus de universo.
Strassburg, 1467

Knygos ið
Þygimanto Augusto

rinkinio

Books from the
collection of

Sigismund II
Augustus
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go, Levo Tolstojaus, Michailo Glinkos,
Ferenco Listo autografus. Tarp karûnuo-
tø asmenø autografø yra Þygimanto Se-
nojo, Þygimanto Augusto, Stepono Ba-
toro autografai.

Kiekvienais metais rankraðtynas pa-
sipildo naujais dokumentais – mokslo,
kultûros, literatûros, meno istorijai nu-
sipelniusiø asmenø archyvais.

Vilniaus universiteto biblioteka tu-
ri turtingà retø spaudiniø rinkiná. Tai
iki 1800 metø iðleisti leidiniai: inku-
nabulai, XVI–XVIII amþiaus spaudi-
niai, leidiniai kirilicos ir graþdankos ðrif-
tais, senos knygos latviø, estø kalbo-
mis. Retø spaudiniø fonde – 178,6
tûkstanèio leidiniø. Didþiausias Lietu-
voje inkunabulø (iki 1500 metø spaus-
dintø knygø) rinkinys turi 313 viene-
tø. Jame yra seniausia Lietuvoje esan-
ti knyga – Rabano Mauro enciklope-
dinio pobûdþio veikalas Opus de uni-
verso, iðleistas 1467 metais Strasburge.
Ið senosios akademijos laikø iðlikæs ita-
lø literatûrinës kalbos pradininko, po-
eto, humanisto Franèesko Petrarkos vei-
kalas apie likimà (F. Petrarca. De reme-
diis utriusque fortunae. Heidelberg,
1490)  Ádomi Hartmano Ðëdelio kro-
nika (H. Schedel. Liber chronicarum.
Nürnberg, 1493), apimanti laikotarpá
„nuo pasaulio sukûrimo” iki XV am-
þiaus pabaigos, þymi savo graviûromis,
kuriø knygoje apie du tûkstanèius.

XVI amþiaus knygø fonde yra 5,5
tûkstanèio leidiniø. Tarp jø – pasaulio

manuscript fund acquires new documents
in the form of the archives of distinguis-
hed persons in science, culture, literature,
and art.

The Vilnius University Library has a
valuable collection of rare publications.
These include writings issued before 1800:
incunabula, printed works from the 16th–
18th century, publications in “kirilitsa”
and “grazhdanka” type, and old books in
Latvian and Estonian. There are 178,6
works in the collection of rare publications,
including 313 incunabula (books printed
before 1500) – the largest collection in Lit-
huania. Among them is the oldest book in
existence in this country – Opus de univer-
so, an encyclopaedic work by Rabanus
Maurus, published in Strasbourg in 1467;
a work on destiny (De remediis utriusque
fortunae, Heidelberg, 1490) by Francesco
Petrarca, poet, humanist, and founder of
the Italian literary language; and Liber
chronicarum by Hartmann Schedel
(Nürnberg, 1493) – a chronicle contai-
ning approximately 2,000 engravings and
embracing the period “from the creation of
the world” to the end of the 15th century.
There are approximately 5,500 publica-
tions in the 16th century book collection,
including De revolutionibus orbium coe-
lestium, a work on the movement of hea-
venly spheres by Nicolaus Copernicus, cre-
ator of the global heliocentric system
(Nürnberg, 1543), and the famous Bib-
lia sacra published by Nicolaus the Black
Radivilus in Brest-Litovsk in 1563. Of gre-
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heliocentrinës sistemos kûrëjo Mikalo-
jaus Koperniko veikalas apie dangaus
sferø judëjimà (N. Copernicus. De re-
volutionibus orbium coelestium.
Nürnberg, 1543), garsioji Mikalojaus
Radvilos Juodojo Lietuvos Brastoje
iðleista Biblija (Biblija swiæta. 1563).
Ypaè brangios bibliotekai jos pirmo-
sios knygø kolekcijos, nors iki ðiø die-
nø tø knygø iðlikæ nedaug. Tai Geor-
gijaus Albinijaus, Þygimanto Augus-
to, Kazimiero Leono Sapiegos dovano-
tos knygos su savininkø superekslibri-
sais bei áraðais.

XVII amþiaus knygø rinkinyje yra
per 18 tûkstanèiø ávairiø ðaliø leidiniø,
pradedant istorinëmis kronikomis, li-
teratûros klasikø kûriniais ir baigiant
mokslo darbais. Èia saugomas pirma-
sis Kryþiuoèiø ordino istoriografinis ðal-

Hartmann Schedel. Liber chronicarum.
Nürnberg, 1493

at value to the Library are its first collec-
tions of books; unfortunately very few have
survived to the present day. Among them
are books with superexlibris and inscrip-
tions, donated by Georg Albinius, Sigis-
mund Augustus, and Casimirus Leo Sa-
pieha.

A collection of 17th century books con-
tains more than 18,000 publications that
range from historical chronicles and lite-
rary classics to academic works from va-
rious countries. Included are the first his-
toriographic source (published some cen-
turies after its founding) on the Teutonic
Order (P. Dusburg. Chronicon Prussiae.
Jenae, 1679); a work by Alexander Gu-
agnini on the countries of eastern Europe
and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania (Sar-
matiae Europeae descriptio… Cracoviae,
1578); and a description of the public

Gratianus. Decretum cum apparatu
Bartholomaei Brixiensis. Venezia, 1485
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tinis, kuris buvo iðspausdintas po ke-
liø ðimtmeèiø (P. Dusburg. Chronicon
Prussiae. Jenae, 1679), Aleksandro
Gvanjinio veikalas apie Rytø Europos
ðalis bei Lietuvos Didþiàjà Kunigaikð-
tystæ (A. Gvagnini. Sarmatiae Europeae
descriptio…Cracoviae, 1578), Mykolo
Lietuvio totoriø, lietuviø ir maskvënø
visuomeninio gyvenimo apraðymas
(Michalo Lituanus. De moribus Tarta-
rorum, Litvanorum et Moschorum. Ba-
sel, 1615). Ðiame rinkinyje saugomas
ir Kazimiero Semenavièiaus veikalas
apie artilerijos menà, kur pirmà kartà
keliama reaktyvinës technikos pritaiky-
mo artilerijoje idëja (C. Siemienowicz.
Artis magnae artilleriae pars prima.
Amsterodami, 1650).

Nicolaus Copernicus. De revolutionibus orbium caelestium. Nürnberg, 1543

life of Tatars, Lithuanians, and Musco-
vites by Michalo Lithuanus (De moribus
Tartarorum, Litvanorum et Moschorum.
Basel, 1615). The collection also contains
work on the art of artillery by Casimirus
Siemienowicz (Artis magnae artilleriae
pars prima. Amsterodami, 1650) whe-
rein the author presents for the first time
the idea of applying a reactive technique
to artillery. The University Library con-
tains 1,654 examples of post-incunabu-
la – publications from the first half of the
16th century. A separate group of early
works includes books by prominent West
European publishers – Aldines, Elzevirs,
Plantins, and Etiennes. Books from the
18th century – 55,000 volumes – make
up the largest proportion of the collection
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XVI amþiaus pirmosios pusës leidi-
niø – paleotipø – universiteto biblio-
tekoje yra 1654 egzemplioriai. Á atski-
rà senøjø leidiniø grupæ iðskirtos þy-
miø Vakarø Europos leidëjø – Aldø,
Elzevyrø, Plantenø, Etjenø – knygos.

XVIII amþiaus knygos – 55 tûks-
tanèiai tomø – sudaro didþiausià se-
nøjø spaudiniø rinkinio dalá. Tai ir gar-
sioji prancûzø Deni Didro XVIII am-
þiaus mokslo ir meno enciklopedija, Te-
odoro Lepnerio etnografinio pobûdþio
veikalas apie XVII amþiaus Rytø Prû-
sijos lietuvius (T. Lepner. Der Preusche
Littauer. Danzig, 1774) ir daug kitø.

of early printed materials, and include
the famous 18th century encyclopaedia on
science and art by Denis Diderot, an et-
hnographic work on the Lithuanians of
17th century East Prussia by Teodor Lep-
ner (Der Preusche Littauer. Danzig,
1774), and many other works. The rare
book section contains 12,000 volumes of
Lithuanian writings and philological
works. Among them are monuments to
the Lithuanian written word: the first Lit-
huanian book – Catechismusa Prasty
Szadei by Martynas Maþvydas (1547);
Enchiridion, a unique publication by Bal-
tramiejus Vilentas (1579); Postilla by Jo-

Georgijaus Albinijaus bibliotekos knyga su
superekslibrisu

A book from Georgius Albinius‘ collection
with a super-exlibris

Casimirus Siemienowicz. Artis magnae
artilleriae pars prima. Amsterodami, 1650
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Retø spaudiniø skyriuje sukauptas
turtingas lietuviðkø leidiniø ir lituanis-
tikos rinkinys. Jame yra per 12 tûks-
tanèiø knygø. Tai lietuviø raðtijos pa-
minklai: pirmoji lietuviðka knyga –
Martyno Maþvydo Catechismusa Prasty
Szadei, 1547; Baltramiejaus Vilento
unikalus leidinys Enchiridion, 1579;
Jono Bretkûno Postilla, 1591; Simono
Vaiðnoro Margarita Theologica, 1600;
Vilniaus leidiniai – Mikalojaus Daukðos
Kathechismas, 1595 ir Postilla Catho-
licka, 1599; Konstantino Sirvydo 1629
metø Punkty Kazan  ir daugelis kitø.

hann Bretke (1591); Margarita Theo-
logica by Simonas Vaiðnoras (1600); bo-
oks printed in Vilnius – Kathechismas
(1595) and Postilla Catholicka (1599)
by Mikalojus Daukða; 1629 and 1644
editions of Punkty Kazan by Konstanti-
nas Sirvydas, and many others. The ol-
dest book in the collection of Lithuanian
philology is a Prussian catechism entitled
Catechismus in preüssnischer Sprach und
da gegen das deüdsche (1545). The col-
lection also contains the second edition of
hymnal by Daniel Klein (compiled by Jo-
hann Ricovius in 1685), as well as third

Titus Livius. Historiarum quod extat cum
perpetuis Gronovii et variorum notis.
Amstelodami, 1665

Lucius Annaeus Seneca. Opera, quae exstant
omnia… Antverpiae, 1605
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Seniausia lituanistikos rinkinio knyga
yra prûsø katekizmas Catechismus in
preüssnischer Sprach und da gegen das
deüdsche, 1545. Rinkinyje yra Danie-
liaus Kleino giesmyno antrasis leidimas
(sudarytojas Jonas Rikovijus, 1685) ir
1805 metø treèiasis leidimas.

Ryðkiausi XVIII amþiaus lietuviðkø
raðtø pavyzdþiai yra Giesmes ape Szwæ-
cziause Panna Maria (1765) ir Myko-
lo Olðevskio Broma atwerta ing wiec-
znasti (1753).

Iðskirtinos to laikotarpio filologijos
knygos: anoniminë gramatika Univer-
sitas linguarum (1737), Friedricho Ha-

Catechismus in preüssnischer Sprach und da
gegen das deüdsche, Königsberg, 1545

edition published in 1805. The most no-
table examples of 18th century Lithua-
nian works are Giesmes ape Szwæcziause
Panna  Maria (1765) and Broma at-
werta ing wiecznasti (1753) by Nicolaus
Olszewski.

Unique philological works of that pe-
riod include an anonymous grammar en-
titled Universitas linguarum (1737),
Friedrich Wilhelm Haack’s Vocabularium
Litthuanico–Germanicum…, Paul Fried-
rich Ruhig’s Anfangsgründe einer Littau-
ischen Grammatick… (1747), Gottfried
Ostermeyer’s Neue Littauische Gramma-
tik…(1791), and Christian Gottlieb

Martynas Maþvydas. Catechismusa Prasty
Szadei. Karaliauèius, 1547
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acko Vocabularium Litthuanico-Germa-
nicum… (1730), Paulo Friedricho Ru-
higo Anfangsgründe einer Littauischen
Grammatick… (1747), Gottfriedo Os-
termeyerio Neue Littauische Gramma-
tik… (1791) ir Christiano Gottliebo
Mielcke’s Anfangs-Gründe einer Littau-
ischen Sprach-Lehre… (1800). Rinki-
nyje yra Antano Strazdo Giesmies Swie-
tiszkas ir Szwintas (1814), Liudviko Rë-
zos iðleisti Kristijono Donelaièio Metai
(1818), Ksavero Boguðo veikalas apie
lietuviø tautos ir kalbos kilmæ, lietu-
viðki laikraðèiai Auðra ir Varpas. Biblio-
tekos senøjø lietuviðkø knygø rinkinys

Lietuvos Didþiosios Kunigaikðtystës þemëlapis. 1613

Map of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. 1613

Mielcke’s Anfangs-Gründe einer Littauis-
chen Sprach-Lehre…(1800). There are
also Giesmies Swietiszkas ir Szwintas by
Antanas Strazdas (1814), Kristijonas Do-
nelaitis’ Metai published by Liudvikas Rë-
za (1818), a work by Ksaveras Boguðas
on the origins of the Lithuanian nation
and its language, and the Lithuanian new-
spapers Auðra and Varpas. The Library’s
collection of early Lithuanian books holds
an important place in the history of Lithu-
ania’s culture and its press.

The Library has an interesting and
extensive collection of cartography – over
1,000 old atlases and 10,000 maps. Col-
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uþima svarbià vietà lietuviø kultûros ir
spaudos istorijoje.

Ádomus ir turtingas bibliotekos kar-
tografijos rinkinys. Jame saugoma per
1000 senøjø atlasø ir 10 000 þemëla-
piø. Geografijos atlasø ir þemëlapiø ko-
lekcionavimas Lietuvoje buvo daþnas
reiðkinys. Þygimanto Augusto biblio-
tekos 10 procentø buvo geografijos vei-
kalai. Vilniaus profesoriaus Joachimo
Lelevelio atlasø ir þemëlapiø kolekcija
sudaro bibliotekos kartografijos rinki-
nio pagrindà. Èia yra 13 Klaudijo Pto-
lemajo veikalo Geographia leidimø. Se-
niausias jø iðspausdintas 1490 metais
Romoje. Kartografas Gerardas Merka-
torius pirmas pavaizdavo Lietuvà atski-
ru þemëlapiu ir tuo iðpopuliarino krað-
tà Vakarø Europoje. Saugomi ir þymiø
XVII amþiaus kartografø Jodoco Hon-
dijaus, Joano Jansonijaus ir kitø atlasø
leidimai. Rinkinyje yra XVII amþiaus
pradþios Lietuvos Didþiosios Kunigaikð-
tystës þemëlapis, iðleistas Mikalojaus
Kristupo Radvilos Naðlaitëlio – tiks-
liausias to meto Lietuvos kartografinis
vaizdas.

Senosiose bibliotekose kartu su kny-
gomis buvo saugomi dailininkø kûriniai.
Á bibliotekà patekdavo grafikos atspau-
dai. Grafikos darbø rinkimo tradicija
universiteto bibliotekoje prasidëjo tik
nuo XIX amþiaus pradþios, kai 1805
metais buvo atidaryta Raiþybos kated-
ra. Ðiuo metu bibliotekos Grafikos ka-
binete saugoma graviûrø, atspaustø iki
XX amþiaus, kolekcija – per 8 tûkstan-

lecting geographical atlases and maps was
once a common practice in Lithuania; a
tenth of Sigismund Augustus’ library was
comprised of geographic works. Vilnius
University Prof. J. Lelewel’s collection of
atlases and maps forms the core of the Lib-
rary’s cartographic collection, and inclu-
des 13 editions of Geographia by Clau-
dius Ptolemaeus (the oldest printed in Ro-
me in 1490). Cartographer Gerardus
Mercator was the first to depict Lithua-
nia on a separate map, which subsequ-
ently popularised the country throughout
Western Europe. There are also editions
of atlases by prominent 17th century car-
tographers (J. Hondius, J. Janssonius and
others), and a map published by Nico-
laus Christophorus (the Orphan) Radivi-
lus of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania from
the beginning of 17th century (the most
accurate cartographic rendition of Lithu-
ania at the time).

Along with books, the old libraries used
to preserve the works of artists – graphic
prints included. The University Library
only began to collect graphic works after
the Engraving Department was establis-
hed in 1805. At the present time the Lib-
rary’s Graphic Department has a collec-
tion of more than 8,000 prints – engra-
vings produced before the 20th century.
Here one finds works by 18th and 19th
century graphic artists Fr. Balcewicz,
A. Perli, J. Petrauskas, and J.N. Lopa-
cinskis. An important example of 18th
century Lithuanian graphic art is a col-
lection entitled Icones familiae ducalis Ra-
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Juozapas Peðka. Vilniaus katedra ið rytø pusës. Akvarelë, 1808

Josef Peszka. Vilnius Cathedral from the Eastern side. Watercolour, 1808

èius atspaudø. Èia Franciszeko Wacùawo
Balcewicziaus, A. Perli’o darbai,
reikðmingas XVIII amþiaus Lietuvos gra-
fikos pavyzdys – Nesvyþiaus graverio
Herðkës Leibovièiaus (Hirsza Leybowicz)
165 varyje raiþytø portretø rinkinys Ico-
nes familiae ducalis Radivilianae. Èia sau-
gomos spausdintos pirmosios lietuvið-
kos litografijos. Minëtinas yra Jono Ka-
zimiero Vilèinskio iniciatyva 1847–
1863 metais leistas Vilniaus albumas, ku-
rá sudaro 240 estampø. Juose áamþinti
þymûs Lietuvos Didþiosios Kunigaikð-
tystës þmonës, kultûros paminklai. Di-
delæ Grafikos kabineto rinkinio dalá  su-
daro ávairiø ðaliø dailininkø kûriniai li-
tuanistine tematika. Kabinete saugoma

divilianae – 165 portraits etched in cop-
per by Nieswiz engraver Hirsza Leybo-
wicz. The department also contains the
first printed Lithuanian lithographs. Of
note is Vilnius Album, comprised of 240
prints immortalizing the prominent per-
sonages and cultural monuments of
Grand Duchy of Lithuania, published du-
ring 1847–1863 at the initiative of Jan
Kazimierz Wilczynski. A large portion of
the Graphic Department’s collection is ma-
de up of works on a Lithuanian philolo-
gical theme by artists from various coun-
tries, and works by 18th and 19th centu-
ry Western European (French, German,
Dutch, English, Austrian) engravers, as
well as Japanese graphic prints. The old
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XVIII–XIX amþiaus Vakarø Europos
ðaliø graveriø (prancûzø, vokieèiø, olan-
dø, anglø, austrø) darbai, japonø grafi-
kos atspaudai. Senøjø ekslibrisø rinki-
nyje yra lietuviø, lenkø, rusø ir Vakarø
Europos knygø þenklø, sukurtø XIX
amþiaus antrojoje pusëje. Dabartiniame
Grafikos kabineto rinkinyje daugiausia
ðiuolaikiniø lietuviø dailininkø kûriniai.

Vilniaus universiteto Mokslo muzie-
jus, ákurtas 1973 metais, ðiuo metu ási-
kûræs Ðv. Jonø baþnyèios patalpose. Èia
sukaupta ne vienas tûkstantis ekspona-
tø ið Lietuvos mokslo istorijos bei tur-
tinga numizmatikos kolekcija, kurios pa-

ex libris collection is made up of Lithua-
nian, Polish, Russian, and West Europe-
an book stamps created in the second half
of 19th century. The present Graphic De-
partment collection contains mostly works
by contemporary Lithuanian artists.

The Vilnius University Science Mu-
seum, founded in 1973, presently occu-
pies a portion of the Church of Saints John.
Gathered here are several thousand items
from the history of Lithuanian science, as
well as an extensive collection of numis-
matics – primarily historical coins from
Lithuania, Poland, and Russia. These
were collected by prominent Lithuanian

Aloiz Misyrowicz. Vilniaus þemutinë pilis. Ið N. Ordos Album widoków historycznych Polski.
Varðuva, 1873–1883

Vilnius Lower Castle. From N. Orda Album widoków historycznych Polski.
Warsaw, 1873–1883
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grindà sudaro trijø valstybiø: Lietuvos,
Lenkijos ir Rusijos istorinës monetos. Jà
surinko þymus Lietuvos numizmatas ir
muziejininkas Povilas Karazija (1887–
1955), o po jo mirties kolekcijà ásigijo
muziejus. Kolekcijos pasididþiavimas –
Vilniaus lobis. Tai 1930 metais pavasa-
rá Vilniaus apylinkëse (Rybiðkëse) rasto
lobio dalis. Lobá sudarë per 50 kg si-
dabro. Jame buvo apie 400 Lietuvos il-
gøjø, 18 Kijevo grivnø ir 8 Didþiojo
Naugardo rubliai. Á muziejø pateko 186
Lietuvos ilgieji, 4 Kijevo grivnos ir 8 Di-
dþiojo Naugardo rubliai.

Muziejuje pavyko sukaupti didelá
Lietuvos istorinës grafikos rinkiná. Jo

numismatist and museum worker Povi-
las Karazija (1887–1955); after his de-
ath the Museum acquired his collection,
the pride of which is the Vilnius treasu-
re – a portion of the 50 kg. treasure of
silver discovered around Vilnius (Rybið-
kës) in the spring of 1930. It contained
approximately 400 Lithuanian coins
known as longs, 18 grivnas from Kiev,
and 8 roubles from Greater Novogrudok;
the Museum acquired 186 of the longs, 4
grivnas, and the 8 roubles. The Museum
succeeded in accumulating a large collec-
tion of Lithuanian historical graphic
works. Its core includes etchings and lit-
hographs published by Jan Kazimierz
Wilczynski (1806–1862), Napoleon Or-

Mykolo Radvilos Vilniaus universitetui
dovanotas teleskopas. XVIII a.
18th c. telescope donated to Vilnius
University by Nicolaus Radivilus

Þemës gaublys. 1750

Terrestrial globe. 1750
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pagrindà sudaro Jono Kazimiero Vil-
èinskio (1806–1862), Napoleono Or-
dos (1807–1883) ir Juozapo Ozem-
blovskio (1805–1878) iðleistos graviû-
ros ir litografijos (vien J. K. Vilèinskio
Vilniaus albumo yra 310 lakðtø).

Gausus muziejaus istoriniø medaliø ir
ordinø rinkinys. Jame yra svarbiausi jubi-
liejiniai Vilniaus universiteto medaliai.
Puikûs XVIII amþiaus Lenkijos karaliø ir
Lietuvos didþiøjø kunigaikðèiø medaliø
bei Lietuvos Respublikos (1918–1940)
ordinø ir medaliø rinkiniai.

Nemaþa muziejaus retø knygø ir
rankraðèiø kolekcija. Joje yra Mikalo-
jaus Daukðos, Konstantino Sirvydo, Ka-
zimiero Semenavièiaus originalai, Ma-
to Pretorijaus XVII amþiaus rankraðtis
Deliciae Prussicae…bei seniausia muzie-
jaus rankraðtinë XIV amþiaus knyga
Psalterium Mariae. Taip pat puikus XIX
amþiaus lituanistikos rinkinys.

Muziejuje saugomi senieji observa-
torijos teleskopai, gaubliai, Vilniaus
imperatoriðkojo universiteto masonø lo-
þës Uolusis lietuvis apeiginiai daiktai, or-
dinai.

da (1807–1883), and Jozef Oziemblow-
ski (1805–1878). Wilczynski’s Vilnius
Album alone contains 310 sheets.

The Museum has large collection of
historic medals and orders, including the
most important anniversary medals of the
Vilnius University, as well as splendid
18th century medals of Polish kings and
Lithuanian grand dukes, and collections
of orders and medals from Republic of Lit-
huania during 1918–1940.

There is a fairly large collection of
rare books and manuscripts in the Mu-
seum as well: original works by Mikalo-
jus Daukða, Konstantinas Sirvydas, Ka-
zimieras Semenavièius, the 17th century
Deliciae Prussicae…by Matheus Pre-
torius and the Museum’s oldest hand-
written book – a 14th century Psalte-
rium Mariae. There is also a wonder-
ful collection of 19th century works on
Lithuanian philology. The Museum has
telescopes and globes from the old ob-
servatory, and ritual objects and orders
from the ”Assiduous Lithuanian” Maso-
nic Lodge of the Vilnius Imperial Uni-
versity.
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Bibl io tekos  pata lpos

Vilniaus universiteto biblioteka yra vie-
na ádomiausiø retø Europos bibliote-
kø, kuri tebeuþima pastatà, gautà ási-
kuriant. Ádomiausia ir seniausia senø-
jø bibliotekos rûmø ansamblio dalis
yra  Pranciðkaus Smuglevièiaus salë.
Áþymus tapytojas, Vilniaus universite-
to profesorius, padaræs nemaþà átakà
XVIII amþiaus pabaigos–XIX amþiaus
pradþios Lietuvos menui, P. Smugle-
vièius (1745–1807) paliko Vilniuje sa-
vo kûrybos darbø, tarp jø ir minëtos
salës dekorà. Iki XVIII amþiaus pabai-
gos salë buvo naudojama profesoriø ir
studentø buitiniams reikalams. Jos ves-
tibiulyje buvo árengtos prausyklos, o
paèioje salëje – valgomasis (refektori-
jus). 1803 metais salë buvo paskirta
bibliotekai. Dailininkui P. Smuglevi-
èiui buvo pavesta jà dekoruoti. Bûda-
mas klasicizmo pasekëjas P. Smuglevi-
èius dekoravo salæ klasicizmo dvasia.
Tarpulangëse ir sienose nutapë dvyli-
kos þymiausiø antikos meno bei mokslo
þmoniø biustinius portretus: Sokrato,
Plutarcho, Pindaro, Anakreonto, He-
ziodo, Heraklito, Aristotelio, Euripido,
Diogeno, Homero, Archimedo, Plato-
no. Nuo to laiko salëje vykdavo moks-
lo metø atidarymas ir uþdarymas, pro-
fesoriø inauguracija, mokslo laipsniø
teikimas ir kitos iðkilmës. 1819 metais
ðioje salëje diplomas buvo áteiktas ir
Adomui Mickevièiui. Salæ nuo seno lan-

Library  Premise s

The Vilnius University Library is one of
the most interesting rare collection lib-
raries in Europe, and continues to be
housed in the same building in which it
was founded. The F. Smuglewicz Hall
is the most intriguing and oldest part of
the original Library complex. Celebra-
ted painter and a professor at the Vil-
nius University, Franciszek Smuglewicz
(1745–1807) was not an insignificant
influence in the art of Lithuania during
the end of the 18th-beginning of the
19th century. Vilnius acquired some of
his works, including the decor in this lib-
rary hall. Until the end of the 18th cen-
tury, the hall had been used for the eve-
ryday needs of professors and students -
wash-stands stood in the vestibule and a
refectory occupied the hall itself. In 1803
it was assigned to the Library, and ar-
tist F. Smuglewicz was appointed to de-
corate it. F. Smuglewicz adhered to the
spirit of classicism; between the windows
and on the walls he painted the portraits
of the 12 most prominent figures in an-
tique art and science: Socrates, Plutarch,
Pindar, Anacreon, Hesiod, Heraclitus,
Aristotle, Euripides, Diogenes, Homer,
Archimedes and Plato. From then on the
hall was used for ceremonies marking
the beginning and end of the academic
year, the inauguration of professors, con-
ferring of academic degrees, and other
celebrations. Adam Mickiewicz was
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ko áþymûs sveèiai. Joje buvo Napoleo-
nas, caras Aleksandras II ir kiti. Ilgai-
niui salës paskirtis keitësi. 1867 me-
tais tapytojas V. Griaznovas klasicisti-
næ tapybà pakeitë pseudobizantiniu or-
namentu. 1929 metais salë buvo su-
tvarkyta, restauruotas P. Smuglevièiaus
darbas. Lubose buvo atidengta XVI–
XVII amþiaus freska, kuri vaizduoja
Marijà, savo apsiaustu globianèià seno-
jo universiteto steigëjus. Taip salë at-
rodo ir ðiandien.

Antrame aukðte, virð P. Smuglevi-
èiaus salës, yra studentø darbo vieta

Pranciðkaus Smuglevièiaus salë

Franciszek Smuglewicz Hall

granted his diploma here in 1819. Pro-
minent guests including Napoleon, Czar
Alexander II, and others have visited this
hall. Over time the hall’s functions chan-
ged, and in 1867 painter V. Griaznov
replaced its classical tones with pseudo-
Byzantine ornamentation. The hall was
refurbished in 1929, and restored to the
style given it by F. Smuglewicz.

A 16th–17th century fresco of Mary
enveloping the founders of the old Uni-
versity was uncovered on the ceiling. The
F. Smuglewicz Hall has retained its pre-
sent appearance since that time.
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bibliotekoje – Bendroji skaitykla. Bû-
tent joje, kaip byloja legenda, retos
knygos buvo prikaustytos prie sienø,
taèiau vienam nelabajam pavykæ vienà
retà leidiná pagrobti ir paslaptingai per-
gabenti á Krokuvà. Seniau ðios salës
skliautai buvo dekoruoti gipsiniais lip-
diniais, bet ðio ðimtmeèio pradþioje
skliautø briaunos buvo nudauþytos.
Dabar jokiø puoðmenø salëje nëra.

Virð Bendrosios skaityklos yra
Mokslo darbuotojø skaitykla. Ðios sa-
lës paskirtis amþiams bëgant keitësi. Ka-
daise èia buvo ásikûræs Gamtos mokslø
kabinetas, o nuo 1867 iki 1919 metø
buvo saugomi Vieðosios bibliotekos is-
toriniai rinkiniai. 1919–1924 metais
èia veikë skaitykla, nuo 1924 metø iki
Antrojo pasaulinio karo buvo ásikûræs

Bendroji skaitykla

General Reading Room

A Common Reading-Room for stu-
dents occupies the second floor above the
F. Smuglewicz Hall. Legend has it that
rare books used to be chained to the walls
in this hall, and that an evil spirit ma-
naged to steal one of the unique treasures
and carry it off to Krakow. The vaults of
the hall were once decorated with plaster-
work, but these were painted over at the
beginning of the century, and now the
room is devoid of embellishments.

Above the Common Reading-Room is
an Academic Reading-Room. This hall
has had a number of functions: once a
Department of Natural Sciences, from
1867–1919 a depository for the Public
Library’s historical collections, a reading-
room from 1919–1924, and in the pe-
riod from 1924 to the Second World War
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Mokslo darbuotojø
skaitykla

Professors’ Reading Room

bibliotekos rankraðtynas. 1831 metais,
prieð pat universiteto uþdarymà, salë
buvo dekoruota giliais mediniais keso-
nais su nutapytomis àþuolo ir akanto
lapø rozetëmis. XIX amþiaus pabaigo-
je lubø ir sienø dekoras buvo pakeis-
tas, o 1919 metais salë vël restauruota
pagal pirmykðtá projektà. 1970 metais
salës dekoracijos dar kartà atnaujintos.
Verta paminëjimo ir Joachimo Leleve-
lio salë, esanti treèiame aukðte. Senojo
universiteto laikais ji atrodë kitaip: per
du jos aukðtus – antràjá ir treèiàjá – á
virðø kilo beveik kvadratinë koplyèia su
skliautuotomis lubomis. Skliautø vidu-
ryje buvo tapytas plafonas, vaizduojan-
tis mokiniø globëjà ðv. Stanislovà Kost-
kà. XIX amþiaus pirmame ketvirtyje sa-
lë buvo padalyta á du aukðtus. Treèio-
jo aukðto salëje ilgà laikà buvo univer-
siteto dailës katedra, kurioje dirbo gar-
sus dailininkas Jonas Rustemas. 1926
metais Vilniaus universiteto bibliote-
kai profesoriaus J. Lelevelio testamentu
ið Kurniko buvo perduota vertinga kny-

the Library’s Manuscript Department. In
1831, just before the University was clo-
sed, the hall was decorated with a coffe-
red ceiling and painted oak and acant-
hus leaf rosettes. The ceiling and wall de-
cor were changed at the end of the 19th
century, and restored again to the origi-
nal in 1919. The ornamentation was
refinished once more in 1970.

Also of note on the third floor is the
Joachim Lelewel Hall. In the time of the
old University it had an almost square
shaped chapel with a vaulted ceiling, ri-
sing upwards through the second and
third floors. The centre of the vaults was
taken up by a panel with a painted por-
trait of St. Stanislaw Kostka, the guar-
dian of students. The hall was divided
into two floors during the first quarter of
the 19th century. For a long time the
third floor was home to the Art Depart-
ment, and the workplace of famous ar-
tist Jan Rustem. In 1926, Prof. J. Lele-
wel bequeathed a valuable collection of
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gø ir atlasø kolekcija, o jos pirmoji vie-
ta ir buvo ði salë, pavadinta nuo tø me-
tø profesoriaus J. Lelevelio vardu.

Baltoji salë yra senosios Vilniaus uni-
versiteto observatorijos, ákurtos 1753 me-
tais, sudëtinë dalis, todël jos atsiradimo
istorija yra neatsiejama nuo observatori-
jos istorijos. Observatorija statyta pagal
Tomo Þebrausko projektà, statybos fun-
datorë – Elþbieta Oginskaitë-Puzinienë.
Po T. Þebrausko mirties statybos dar-
bams toliau vadovavo Jokûbas Nakcijo-
navièius. Observatorijà sudarë Baltoji salë,

Joachimo Lelevelio salë

Joachim Lelewel Hall

books and atlases to the University lib-
rary; they were transferred from Kurniki
to this hall, which was then named in
his honour.

The history of the White Hall is inte-
grally connected to the history of the old
Observatory (founded in 1753) of the
Vilnius University. The building of the
Observatory was sponsored by Elzbieta
Puzynia according to the project by To-
mas Zebrauskas. Jakob Nakcyanowicz
took charge of construction work after
the death of T. Zebrauskas. The Obser-
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Maþoji salë, du lengvi keturkampiai tri-
aukðèiai bokðtai ir du vieno aukðto bokð-
teliai. T. Þebrausko suprojektuotà Bal-
tàjà salæ á tris dalis skaido ðeði masyvûs
barokiniai pilioriai, apjuosti puoðniais
karnizais. Salës lubose árengta ovalinë an-
ga, jungusi su virð jos esanèia maþesne
sale, kuri yra tarsi Baltosios salës tàsa.
Taip buvo perteikta barokinë begalinës
erdvës idëja.

XVIII amþiaus pabaigoje M. Poèo-
buto iniciatyva pagal architekto Marty-
no Knakfuso projektà pristatytas klasiki-
nio stiliaus observatorijos priestatas. Á já
buvo atgabentas didþiulis kvadrantas ir
kiti instrumentai. Baltojoje salëje stovë-
jo ne tik astronomijos árenginiai, bet taip
pat buvo laikoma ir vertinga observatori-
jos biblioteka, kurioje be astronomijos ir
matematikos leidiniø buvo fizikos, ge-
ografijos, architektûros ir kitø universi-
tete dëstytø dalykø veikalø. Knygos til-
po dvylikoje spintø, stovëjusiø niðose tarp
salës langø. Be knygø bei astronominiø
prietaisø salæ puoðë ir apie 30 aliejiniais
daþais tapytø þymiø asmenø bei univer-
siteto mokslininkø portretø. 1876 me-
tais observatorija labai nukentëjo nuo gais-
ro, o 1883 metais buvo uþdaryta. Vil-
niaus vieðosios bibliotekos laikotarpiu
Baltoji salë buvo naudojama kaip knygø
saugykla. Po deðimties metø restauraci-
jos 1997 metais Baltoji salë vël atidary-
ta, èia árengta skaitykla.

Su bibliotekos istorija susijusi ir Ma-
þoji aula. Tai XIX amþiaus pradþioje

vatory was composed of the White Hall,
The Small Hall, two slender four-cor-
nered three-storey towers and two small
single-storey towers. Six massive Baro-
que pillars, girded with ornamental cor-
nices divide T. Zebrauskas’ White Hall
into three parts. An oval aperture in cei-
ling appears to connect the White Hall
with the Small Hall above it, and there-
by conveys the Baroque concept of infi-
nite space.

At the end of 18th century, M. Poc-
zobutt undertook an addition to the Ob-
servatory of a classical style annex desig-
ned by architect Marcin Knackfus, to hou-
se a huge quadrant and other instru-
ments. The White Hall contained not
only astronomical equipment but also a
valuable library with works on astrono-
my, mathematics, physics, geography, ar-
chitecture, and other subjects taught at
the University. The books were kept in
12 cupboards in niches between the win-
dows. The hall decorated with approxi-
mately 30 oil paintings of prominent in-
dividuals and University scholars. The
Observatory was seriously damaged by fire
in 1876; it was closed in 1883. Du-
ring the time of the Vilnius Public Lib-
rary, the White Hall was used as book
depository. It was re-opened in 1997 after
renovations which took 10 years to com-
plete; it is now designated a reading
room.

Closely connected to the history of the
Library is a classical style hall known as
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baigta statyti klasicizmo stiliaus salë.
Pailgà patalpà ið visø pusiø juosia ko-
lonos, remianèios aukðtà balkonà. Per-
pjauto cilindro formos lubos turi ið
abiejø galø didelius pusapvalius lan-
gus. Lubos dekoruotos imituotais ke-
sonais. 1929 metais universiteto 350
metø jubiliejaus proga Maþoji aula bu-
vo papuoðta Kazimiero Jelskio XIX am-
þiuje sukurtais þymiausiø universiteto
profesoriø biustais. Jø buvo ðeðiolika,
iki mûsø dienø iðliko tik penki. Ðiuo
metu Maþojoje auloje vyksta iðkilmin-
gi Vilniaus universiteto susirinkimai.

Bibliotekos patalpos kartu su visu
centriniø universiteto rûmø ansambliu
uþima vienà reikðmingiausiø vietø Vil-
niaus senamiestyje.

the Small Aula, which was built at the
beginning of the 19th century. The ob-
long hall is lined on all sides by columns
supporting a high balcony. Large semi-
circular windows grace both ends of a
cut-cylinder-shaped coffered ceiling. In
1929, on occasion of the 350th anni-
versary of the University, the Small Aula
was decorated with 19th century busts
by Kazimierz Jelski of the University’s
most eminent professors. There had been
16 of them, but only 5 survived.  At pre-
sent the Small Aula is used for ceremo-
nial gatherings of Vilnius University

The Library and the entire central
University complex are considered one of
the most important sites in the Vilnius Old
Town.
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Bibl iotekos  dabart i s

Vilniaus universiteto biblioteka atvira
visiems. Biblioteka susideda ið centri-
nës bibliotekos ir fakultetø bibliotekø.

Nuo 1965 metø biblioteka gauna
Jungtiniø Tautø Organizacijos (JTO) ir
jos padaliniø – UNESCO, Pasaulinës
sveikatos organizacijos, Tarptautinës ato-
minës energijos agentûros, Maisto ir þe-
mës ûkio organizacijos, Tarptautinës dar-
bo organizacijos, Tarptautinio valiutos
fondo, Pramonës plëtros organizacijos,
Tarptautinio teismo – dokumentus.
Jungtiniø Tautø Organizacijos leidiniø
skaitykla gali naudotis visi, turintys bib-
liotekos skaitytojo paþymëjimà.

Nuo 1993 metø bibliotekoje vei-
kia elektroninis katalogas. Tai pirma-
sis elektroninis katalogas Baltijos ðaly-
se, nuo 1994 metø prieinamas per In-
ternetà. Ðá katalogà galima pasiekti ad-
resu: http://lanka.vu.lt:83/ALEPH.

1995 metai áëjo á istorijà kaip jubi-
liejiniai – biblioteka paþymëjo 425 me-
tø sukaktá. Ta proga bibliotekoje or-
ganizuota tarptautinë konferencija Bib-
lioteka prie naujo amþiaus slenksèio, ku-
rioje praneðimus perskaitë Lietuvos ir
uþsienio ðaliø autoriai. Lietuvos Dai-
lës muziejuje tø paèiø metø rugsëjo 26
dienà atidaryta paroda Restauruoti dar-
bai Vilniaus universiteto bibliotekoje. Tai
buvo bibliotekos restauratoriø darbà
vainikuojantis renginys. Restauravimo

The Present-day Library

Vilnius University Library is open to eve-
ryone, and is comprised of a central and
faculty libraries.

As of 1965, the Library has been re-
ceiving documents from the United Na-
tions and its bureaus – UNESCO, World
Health Organization, International Ato-
mic Energy Agency, Food and Agricultu-
ral Organization, International Labor
Organization, International Monetary
Fund, Industry Development Organiza-
tion, and the International Court. The
UN publications library is accessible to
all holders of a valid Vilnius University
Library card.

The Library has been equipped with
a computerized catalogue since 1993. The
first of its kind in the Baltic countries,
the catalogue has been accessible via the
Internet as of 1994 at: http://lan-
ka.vu.lt:83/ALEPH.

1995 was a historical year for the Lib-
rary: it celebrated its 425th anniversary,
including with an international confe-
rence, The Library at the Threshold of a
New Century, with presentations by aut-
hors from Lithuania and abroad. On Sep-
tember 26, the Lithuanian Museum of
Art opened an exhibition entitled Resto-
red Works at the Vilnius University Lib-
rary, the crowning event to work by the
Library’s restorers. The restoration depart-
ment, in conjunction with the Vilnius
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skyrius kartu su Vilniaus aukðtesniàja
technologijos mokykla 1995 metais
pradëjo rengti restauratorius. Per visus
jubiliejinius metus Lietuvos bibliote-
kininkø þurnale Tarp knygø buvo rub-
rika Vilniaus universiteto bibliotekai –
425, kur bibliotekos darbuotojai skel-
bë savo publikacijas.

Vilniaus universiteto biblioteka su ki-
tomis penkiomis aukðtøjø mokyklø bib-
liotekomis 1995 metais parengë pirmàjá
TEMPUS projektà Integruotos informa-
cinës sistemos akademinëse bibliotekose
1995–1998 metams. Projekto lëðomis
bibliotekos darbuotojai turëjo galimy-
bæ kelti kvalifikacijà uþsienio ðaliø bib-
liotekose, iðaugo kompiuterizuotø dar-
bo vietø skaièius, kuriamas pirmasis Lie-
tuvoje jungtinis elektroninis katalogas.

1996 metais biblioteka rengësi pasi-
tikti pirmosios lietuviðkos knygos Mar-
tyno Maþvydo Katekizmo, kurios vienin-
telis egzempliorius Lietuvoje saugomas

Pirmosios lietuviðkos
knygos 450 metø sukakèiai
skirtos parodos atidarymas

Ignalinos vieðojoje
bibliotekoje 1997 m.

Opening of the exhibition
to mark 450th anniversary

of the first Lithuanian
book at Ignalina Public

Library in 1997

Higher School of Technology, began trai-
ning restorers in that same year. Throug-
hout the entire jubilee year, the journal of
Lithuanian librarians, Tarp knygø
(Amidst Books), included a section called
Vilnius University Library – 425 years
old, with information on publications by
Library staff. In 1995, the Vilnius Uni-
versity Library, together with the country’s
five other university libraries, organized
the first TEMPUS project: Integrated in-
formation systems in academic libraries,
for 1995–1998. Project funding provi-
ded the means for Library staff to upgra-
de their qualifications at foreign libra-
ries, and for an increase in the number of
computerized work places. Creation of the
first uniform electronic catalogue in Lit-
huania is underway.

1996 saw the Library preparing for
the 450th anniversary of the first Lithua-
nian book, Martynas Maþvydas’ Katekiz-
mas, whose only surviving copy in Lithu-
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Vilniaus universiteto bibliotekoje, 450
metø sukaktá. Ið bibliotekos Retø spau-
diniø skyriaus fondø parengta paroda Se-
nieji lietuviðki leidiniai ið Vilniaus univer-
siteto bibliotekos fondø keliavo po visà Lie-
tuvà ir buvo pristatoma vieðosiose bib-
liotekose. Dar vienas pirmosios lietuvið-
kos knygos 450 metø sukakties akordas
buvo jubiliejinë paroda Senoji Lietuvos
knyga, XVI–XVIII a. Valstybinëje bib-
liotekoje Berlyne, UNESCO bûstinëje
Paryþiuje, Tartu (Estija) universiteto bib-
liotekoje ir Lietuvos ambasadoje Rusijo-
je (Maskvoje), surengta 1997–1998 me-
tais. Parodà lydëjo katalogas anglø, vo-
kieèiø, prancûzø ir lietuviø kalbomis.
1998 metais Lietuva paþymëjo poeto
Adomo Mickevièiaus 200-àsias gimimo
metines. Biblioteka, savo struktûroje tu-
rinti Adomo Mickevièiaus muziejø, ren-
gë jubiliejinæ parodà ir iðleido jos katalo-

Parodos katalogas Senoji Lietuvos knyga, XVI–XVIII a. Vilnius, 1997

Catalogue of exhibition Old Lithuanian book, 16th–18th c. Vilnius, 1997

ania is found at the Vilnius University
Library. An exhibition of works from the
Library’s Rare Manuscript Department,
entitled Early Lithuanian Publications
from the Vilnius University Library Fund,
toured the nation’s public libraries that
year. Another celebratory note on the oc-
casion of  the 450th anniversary of the
first Lithuanian book, a jubilee exhibi-
tion entitled Early Lithuanian Books,
16th–18th c., was presented during
1997–1998 at the State Library in Ber-
lin, UNESCO headquarters in Paris,
Tartu (Estonia) University Library, and
the Lithuanian Embassy in Moscow. The
exhibition was accompanied by a catalo-
gue in English, German, French, and Lit-
huanian.

In 1998 year, Lithuania celebrated
the 200th anniversary of the birth of poet
Adam Mickiewicz. The Library, which
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gà Adomas Mickevièius ir Lietuva. Lenki-
jos ambasada Lietuvoje finansiðkai rëmë
prie A. Mickevièiaus muziejaus esanèio
XV amþiaus rûsio remontà ir árengë ja-
me reprezentacinæ Poezijos menæ.

1998 metais Lietuvos akademinës
bibliotekos, ákûrusios asociacijà, ásigijo
Izraelio firmos EXLIBRIS bibliotekinæ
programinæ árangà ALEPH. 1999 me-
tai – antrojo TEMPUS projekto Integ-
ruotos universitetø informacinës sistemos
vykdymo metai. Ðio projekto dëka bib-
liotekos darbuotojai këlë kvalifikacijà
ávairiø ðaliø bibliotekose: Ðvedijoje, Da-
nijoje ir Nyderlanduose. Biblioteka
1999 metais pradëjo rankraðtiniø XVI–
XIX a. LDK ávairiø pavietø þemës ir pi-
lies teismø knygø skaitmeninimo pro-
jektà Vilniaus universiteto bibliotekos se-
nøjø knygø ir rankraðèiø tekstø perkëli-
mas á kompaktinius diskus; iðleistos pir-
mos skenuotø rankraðtiniø knygø kom-
paktinës plokðtelës. Tai labai svarbus
unikaliø fondø iðsaugojimo projektas.

2000 metais biblioteka paþymëjo
430 metø sukaktá. Iðleistas Vilniaus uni-
versiteto bibliotekos metraðtis, 1999. Su-
kakties proga Jungtiniø Tautø Organi-
zacijos leidiniø skaitykla pavadinta il-
gameèio Vilniaus universiteto bibliote-
kos direktoriaus, JTO Dago Ham-
marskjöldo bibliotekos Niujorke direk-
toriaus prof. Levo Vladimirovo vardu.
Ten saugoma ir Jo asmeninë biblioteka,
kurià Jo ðeima padovanojo Vilniaus uni-
versiteto bibliotekai. 2000 metais kartu

incorporates an Adam Mickiewicz mu-
seum, organized a jubilee exhibition, ac-
companied by the catalogue, Adam Mic-
kiewicz and Lithuania. The Polish Em-
bassy in Lithuania financed renovations
to the 15th century cellar which is part of
the museum, and furnished it with a rep-
resentational Poetry Hall. In 1998, Lit-
huania’s academic libraries formed an as-
sociation, and acquired an ALEPH lib-
rary software program from the EXLIBRIS
firm in Israel. 1999 marked the second
stage of the TEMPUS Integrated infor-
mation systems in academic libraries pro-
ject, which continued to offer Library staff
upgrading sessions in libraries in Sweden,
Denmark and the Netherlands. In 1999,
the Library also embarked on an impor-
tant digital project for the preservation of
its unique holdings – digitisation of old
books and manuscripts of Vilnius Uni-
versity Library (16th–19th c. land and
castle court books of various districts in
the GDL) – and released its first CDs of
scanned manuscripts.

2000 was another anniversary year for
the Library: 430 years since its founding.
It was marked by the publication of the
Vilnius University Library Chronicle,
1999, and by the naming of the UN pub-
lications library after long-time former di-
rector of the Vilnius University Library and
director of the UN Dag Hammarskjöld
Library in New York - Prof. Lev Vladimi-
rov. The Lev Vladimirov Library now also
holds his personal library, which was do-
nated to the Vilnius University Library by
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Paminklinës durys pirmajai lietuviðkai knygai.
Skulptorius Jonas Meðkelevièius

Memorial door to commemorate the first Lithuanian book.
Sculptor Jonas Meðkelevièius
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su kitomis Lietuvos bibliotekomis pra-
dëtos prenumeruoti duomenø bazës,
pirmoji jø buvo universali visateksèiø
dokumentø duomenø bazë EBSCO.
2000 metø geguþës 10 dienà bibliote-
koje pradëta dirbti naujojoje programi-
nës árangos ALEPH aplinkoje.

2001 metais gruodþio 1 dienà bib-
lioteka pasveikino pirmàjá skaitytojà, uþ-
sisakiusá leidiná elektroniniu bûdu. Pir-
mosios lietuviðkos knygos 450 metø ju-
biliejui áamþinti buvo paskelbtas kon-
kursas paminklinei vietai Vilniaus uni-
versiteto bibliotekoje sukurti. Konkur-
sà laimëjo dailininkas Jonas Meðkelevi-
èius (1950–2005), pasiûlæs pastatyti
skirtas ðiam jubiliejui paminklines du-
ris, kurios yra áëjimas á bibliotekà. Pa-
minklas buvo iðkilmingai atidarytas tik
2001 metais geguþës 21 dienà. Duryse
yra áamþinti vaizdai, svarbûs Lietuvos
kultûros ir universiteto istorijai.

2001 metø geguþës mënesá Biblio-
grafijos ir informacijos skyrius pradëjo
atsakingà darbà – Vilniaus universite-
to darbuotojø publikacijø duomenø
bazës kûrimà.

2002 metais bibliotekoje ádiegta
nauja ALEPH 505.14.2 versija. 2002
metais Torûnës (Lenkija) universiteto
bibliotekoje Vilniaus universiteto bib-
lioteka pristatë parodà Stepono Batoro
universiteto regalijos, 1919–1939, pa-
rengtà ið bibliotekos Mokslo muziejaus
rinkiniø. Tais paèiais metais biblioteka
buvo pakviesta dalyvauti Ðvedijos tarp-

his family. In 2000 VU Library  together
with other Lithuanian libraries started to
subscribe databases, and EBSCO, a uni-
versal full text document database came
first. On May 10, the Library began wor-
king within the new ALEPH system.

2001, December 1, marked the day
the Library received its first electronically
placed hold. A competition for a memo-
rial site at the Vilnius University Library,
which had been announced on the occa-
sion of the 450th jubilee of the first Lit-
huanian book, was won by artist Jonas
Meðkelevièius (1950–2005), who sub-
mitted a project for a commemorative en-
trance doorway to the Library. The offi-
cial unveiling of the memorial - double
doors immortalizing images of major
events in the history of Lithuanian cultu-
re and of the University - finally took place
on May 21, 2001.

Also in May 2001, the Library’s Bib-
liography and Information Department
began the important work of creating a
database of publications by the staff of the
Vilnius University.

2002 saw the Library being equipped
with the new, 505.14.2 version of the
ALEPH system. Also in that year, the Vil-
nius University Library presented an exhi-
bition from its science museum collections,
entitled Regalia of the Stephen Bathory Uni-
versity 1919–1939, at the Torun Uni-
versity Library in Poland. The Vilnius Uni-
versity Library was invited to take part in
Sweden’s international project, The Re-
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tautiniame projekte Renesansinës biblio-
tekos kolekcija: iðleistas kalendorius 2003
metams, kuriame yra dvylikos iðkiliau-
siø pasaulio bibliotekø vaizdai, tarp ku-
riø ir Vilniaus universiteto bibliotekos
P. Smuglevièiaus salë bei informacija
apie bibliotekà.

2003 metais Vilniaus paveikslø gale-
rijoje buvo atidaryta tarptautinë paroda
Imago Lithuaniae. Lietuvos Didþiosios Ku-
nigaikðtystës þemëlapiai ir dokumentai ið To-
maszo Niewodniczañskio rinkiniø. 2004
metais sujungus trijø fakultetø bibliote-
kas (Komunikacijos, Teisës, Ekonomi-
kos) ásteigtas modernus Saulëtekio infor-
macijos centras. Vilniaus universiteto
bibliotekoje ákurtas naujas Ryðiø su vi-
suomene skyrius. 2005 metais sausio die-
nà elektroniniame kataloge buvo per 600
tûkst. leidiniø.

Saulëtekio informacijos centras

 Saulëtekis Information Centre

naissance Libraries Collection, which re-
sulted in the publication of a calendar for
2003. The calendar incorporated images
of 12 of the world’s most distinguished lib-
raries, and included the P. Smuglevièius
Hall of the Vilnius University Library, as
well as information on the Library itself.

In 2003 an international exhibition
“Imago Lithuaniae: maps and documents
of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania from
Tomasz Niewodniczañski’s collections”
was opened at the Vilnius Picture Galle-
ry. Upon joining libraries of three facul-
ties (Communication, Law, and Econo-
mics) the Saulëtekis Information Centre
(SIC) was founded in 2004.  The Lib-
rary also instituted  a new department –
Public Relations Department. By 1 Ja-
nuary 2005 the electronic catalogue con-
tained over 600.000 items.
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1970–1982 metais buvo pastatyti
du pastatai bibliotekos saugykloms, ta-
èiau vietos knygoms problema vël ak-
tuali. 1989 metais buvo paskelbtas kon-
kursas naujo bibliotekos pastato Sau-
lëtekio alëjoje projektui. Konkursà lai-
mëjo architektai Eugenijus Guzas, Si-
gitas Malikënas ir Romas Perkauskas,
taèiau bibliotekos statybai metai ið me-
tø nebuvo skiriamas finansavimas. Po
penkiolikos metø Vilniaus universite-
tas paskelbë naujà konkursà bibliote-
kos pastato projektui koreguoti. Kon-
kursà laimëjo UAB Ekoprojektas, pro-
jekto architektai R. Paleko ARCH stu-
dija. 1998 metais naujo pastato staty-
bai paremti buvo ásteigtas paramos fon-
das Mokslo ðviesa, o 2002 metais iðleis-
ta pirmoji bibliotekos statybai aukoju-
siø rëmëjø pavardþiø knyga. Tokiu bû-
du ðie þmonës áraðyti á ilgaamþæ Vil-
niaus universiteto bibliotekos istorijà.
Ateities Vilniaus universiteto bibliote-
ka galëtø tapti Lietuvos mokslinës in-
formacijos centru.

Naujoji Vilniaus universiteto biblioteka. Projekto autoriai R. Paleko ARCH studija

New Vilnius University Library. Authors of the project:  R. Palekas ARCH Study

1970–1982 brought about the const-
ruction of two buildings housing the Lib-
rary’s book depositories, but space had once
again become a problem. In 1989, a com-
petition was announced for a project for
a new library building to be erected on
Saulëtekis Valley. The winners were ar-
chitects Eugenijus Guzas, Sigitas Malikë-
nas, and Romas Perkauskas, however years
passed and no funds had been allocated
for the Library construction.  15 years la-
ter Vilnius University  announced a new
tender to correct the project of the library
building. The tender went to the compa-
ny Ekoprojektas, architects of the project -
R. Paleko ARCH studija.  Mokslo ðviesa
(Light of Knowledge), a fund to help fi-
nancing the new building, was establis-
hed in 1998, and the first book immor-
talizing the names of donors, who have
now become a part of the long history of
the Vilnius University Library, was pub-
lished in 2002. The future Vilnius Uni-
versity Library would become a Lithua-
nian center for scientific information.
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Birutë  Butkev iè i enë

Vilniaus universiteto biblioteka

Vilnius University Library

A n t r a s  p a p i l d y t a s  l e i d i m a s

2 n d  s u p p l e m e n t e d  e d i t i o n

Iðleido Vilniaus universiteto leidykla
Universiteto g. 1, Vilnius

Spausdino UAB „Petro ofsetas“
Þalgirio g. 1, Vilnius
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